


01 02Birth
Born on 15 October, 1931, in a Tamil 
Muslim family to a boat owner, Jainu-
labudeen, and Ashiamma, a housewife, 
in Ramanathapuram district of Tamil 
Nadu, Kalam’s childhood was not easy 
and privileged In order to support his 
poor family, young Kalam used to 
distribute newspapers after his school 
hours to add to his father’s income.

Education
Kalam was a hardworking student, who 
enjoyed spending hours on his studies.
Kalam used to get up at 4 am, bathe, 
and then go for his mathematics class, 
which was taught by a teacher who took 
only five students in the whole session; 
and bathing before class was a condi-
tion he had laid to all his students. His 
favourite subjects were Mathematics 
and Physics and ultimately, he took up 
aerospace engineering later in life.

He was a Graduate in aeronautical enGineerinG from madras institute of tecHnoloGy

Abdul Kalam’s childhood incident :
“When I was a kid, my Mom cooked food for us.
One night in particular when she had made dinner after a long 
hard day’s work, Mom placed a plate of ‘subzi’ and extremely 
burnt roti in front of my Dad.I was waiting to see if anyone 
noticed the burnt roti. But Dad just ate his roti and asked me how 
was my day at school.
I don’t remember what I told him that night, but I do remember I 
heard Mom apologizing to Dad for the burnt roti.
And I’ll never forget what he said: “Honey, I love burnt 
roti.”Later that night, I went to kiss Daddy, good night & I asked 
him if he really liked his roti burnt. He wrapped me in his arms 
& said: “Your momma put in a long hard day at work today 
and she was really tired. And besides... A burnt roti never hurts 
anyone but HARSH WORDS DO!”
“You know beta - life is full of imperfect things... & imperfect 
people...”
I’M NOT THE BEST & AM HARDLY GOOD AT ANY-
THING!
I forget birthdays & anniversaries just like everyone else.
What I’ve learnt over the years is: To Accept Each Others Faults 
& Choose To Celebrate Relationships”
Life Is Too Short To Wake Up With Regrets..
Love the people who treat you right & have compassion for the 
ones who don’t.

03 Early Life
Picked up tamarind seeds and sold them at gro-
cery shops daily, at the time of WWII, to earn one 
anna per day as his pocket money.

Converted a cattle shed into a laboratory to work 
on sounding rockets.

Carried India’s first indigenously developed rock-
et on bicycle from the laboratory to the launchpad 
on bicycle, accompanied by R. Aravamudan.

04 Abdul Kalam’ s Friend
His school best friend was Ramanadha Shastry.
Ramandha Shastry was son of the Head Priest 
of Rameshwaram temple. His father was an 
Imam(Priest in Mosque). Both the religions had 
deep impacts on him, and he has indeed deep 
respect for both the religions :)
This thing just proves:
NATIONS ARE NOT SECULAR, MINDS ARE 
!!! :)

Abdul kalam & Musharaf Meeting
During Vajpayee government , Pakistan’s president Gen Pervez Musharraf was to visit 
India for the Agra summit. His itinerary included a meeting with the President. 

As Kalam was totally apolitical, people at Rashtrapati bhavan were worried about 
preparing him well to tackle Musharraf diplomatically. What if he brings up some 
controversial issue with Kalam, will he know the government’s official position and 
communicate it well?

Kalam however was least worried and told his secretary that he didn’t need any prepa-
ration and that he’ll handle the Pak prez very well.

Musharraf arrived, the meeting was scheduled for 30 mins. After exchanging pleasant-
ries, just when Musharraf was about to say something, Kalam said something of the 
sort “Mr President, don’t you think that instead of discussing the issues which make 
us apart, we should discuss something about the common problems faced by people of 
both our countries?” 

What else could Musharraf do but to nod in agreement! After this Kalam turned on an 
LCD monitor and started a PPT on his pet project PURA, and spoke passionately about 
his vision to provide urban amenities in rural areas. He took precisely 27 mins for the 
presentation, and after that Mushrraf only had the time to say .. “Mr President, India is 
indeed lucky to have a scientist president like you, it was a real pleasure meeting you”  
No chance given to talk about anything else!!!



And the most important story – of his contribution to India’s space and defence 
programs:

• Dr. Kalam was one of the few scientists who started working with ISRO during the agency’s early years. A Church be-
came the place of work for the handful of India’s rocket scientists – including Dr. Kalam; and a nearby beach became the 
place where the rocket launchpad was set up.

• Cycles and bullock-carts were used back in the 1970s & 1980s to transport rocket parts and entire satellites, and Dr. 
Kalam was one of the rare few scientists who made significant contributions to India’s early space program. 

• In fact, Dr. Kalam was the Director of the project that indigenously developed the SLV-III (Space Launch Vehicle) and 
also the PSLV – which is operational even today and was used in the Moon and the Mars missions. In 1980, SLV-III suc-
cessfully injected the Rohini satellite into a near-Earth orbit and made India an exclusive member of the Space Club.

• After working with ISRO, Dr. Kalam took up responsibilities for developing Indigenous Guided Missiles at the DRDO 
which led to the development of AGNI and PRITHVI missiles. He also led the Pokhran-II nuclear tests that made India a 
nuclear weapon state.

He Graduated from madras institute of tecH-
noloGy in aeronautical enGineerinG. He was 
Project director at drdo, wHere He Played 
major role in tHe develoPment of india’s first 
indiGenous satellite launcH veHicle (slv-iii)

Koodankulam Nuclear Power Plant issue
 
Kalam was also disparaged by civil groups over his stand on the 
Koodankulam Nuclear Power Plant, where he encouraged setting up of 
the nuclear power plant without discussing the situation with the local 
people.



Abdul Kalam’s father

Abdul Kalam’s school

Abdul Kalam’s mentor

Rocket parts being carried
 on a cycle 

He led the “weaponisation of strategic 
missile systems and the Pokhran-II nu-
clear tests in collaboration with Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy”.
 

Kalam’s early life

• Dr. Vikram Sarabhai acted as the mentor and guide of Kalam. He gave Kalam valuable advice on how to 
always reach for the stars.

• From childhood Kalam loved  the sea and spent most of the time at beach watching the waves.

• Kalam had seven  siblings, and his mother at times made chappatis for Kalam, while the  others got rice . 
His mother kindled the tender feelings in him  which infuses him to practice music and poems.

• The town had no electricity, kerosene lamps were lit  at his home between 7 pm to 8 pm as Kalam studied 
till 11 his mother  used to save for later use. The house where Kalam was born can still be  found on the 
masque street. This has become a point for all tourist who  seek out the place.

• There family can use Dr. Kalam’s name and can go in politics but still they earn their livings from a shop 
which is around the corner in there house.

• During Dr. Kalam admission in  MIT (Madras Institute of Technology). His sister sold her valuables to pay 
the fees. He really felt touched at that point of time

• Kalam along with his cousin Samsuddin went around disturbing  newspaper.



• Abdul Kalam’s secretariat announced that the money that would have been spent for the Iftar would be sent 
for the welfare of orphanages, “so that the poor and the needy are helped during this holy month”.

• Abdul Kalam is the first bachelor and scientist who occupied the Rashtrapati Bhawan.

• He was people’s president who opened the Rashtrapathi Bhavan for the people. He was a great team player 
who brought people from different sectors to work on a project.

• As a young man in school, his teachers described him as a bright and hardworking student who had a strong 
desire to learn and spend hours on his studies.

• He has got 1.37M followers, Words said by Dr Abdul Kalam during public interaction. 

• Kalam studied physics at St. Joseph’s College, Tiruchirappalli and later aerospace engineering at Madras In-
stitute of Technology, the background that would lead to his famous nuclear science career as India’s “Missile 
Man.”

 Why abdul kalam called as peoples president? 

• Abdul Kalam suggested that if he was to die, then he wished for people to work an extra hour in their offices 
that day instead of having a holiday throughout the country for him,  making the day more productive for the 
nation. 

• I wanted to be remembered as a ‘Teacher’ after i am gone as ‘this is my greatest achievement’

• Rev.father Chinnadurai,92 years at Dindugal was Abdul Kalam’s teacher who taught  nuclear physics in 1952

• In May 2012, Kalam launched a programme for the youth of India called the What Can I Give Movement, with 
a central theme of defeating corruption.

• He is the first scientist and first unmarried person to become the President of India.



Dr.Kalam wanteD to become a fighter jet pilot with 
the inDian air force. he maDe it to the 9th position 
in the list. but iaf haD only 8 openings. 

on 25 july, 2002, Kalam became 11th presiDent of inDia, succeeDing Kr narayanan. for his 
simple anD humble attituDe, he was affectionately Known as the ‘people’s presiDent.’

A.P.J. Abdul Kalam lived his role like how a spy 
would.
He took the name of Prithviraj as an ironic twist to the fact that it was 
Dr. Kalam who started and developed the Prithvi ballistic missile , 
which is India’ first nuclear capable missile program. Also Prithviraj is 
the last Hindu ruler of Delhi, and this is a testament to the love Kalam 
has for Indian culture and history. 

Kalam took this nome de guerre in order to throw off the strong 
HUMINT (human intelligence) resources  CIA has in Indian institu-
tions, including the government, BARC and DRDO. The operation 
Shakti, code name for the Nuclear tests, was closely watched by CIA 
and other international intelligence agencies and it was imperative that 
no such information leaks out that could make US and other nations 
diplomatically put undue pressure on India .

Kalam’s brief role  as Major General  Prithviraj ensured that, when the 
nuclear bomb went off and the operation ‘Smiling Buddha’ became a 
success, the world shockingly woke up to realise that India became a 
nuclear nation.

President Kalam is known to 
write his own thank you cards.

As humble and generous the man is, President 
Kalam is known to sign his own thank you 
cards. One instance is when Quora user Naman 
Narain drew a sketch of Dr. Kalam and sent it to 
the President. To his surprise, the President sent 
him a thank you card, with a short handwritten 
message and personalised with his signature.

Even on his last trip, APJ Abdul Kalam showed why he 
was a   beloved president.
The following are in the words of Srijan Pal Singh, an adviser to Kalam, was on the stage with 
him in Shillong when he collapsed and was taken to hospital. “We were in a convoy of 6-7 cars. 
Dr. Kalam and I were in the second car. Ahead us was an open gypsy with three soldiers in it. 
Two of them were sitting on either side and one lean guy was standing atop, holding his gun. 
One hour into the road journey, Dr. Kalam said, ‘Why is he standing? He will get tired. This is 
like punishment. Can you ask a wireless message to (be) given that he may sit?’” Singh wrote. 
Singh said he tried to convince Kalam that the guard had probably been instructed to stand for 
better security but the former president wouldn’t relent. They tried to signal him to sit down and 
even through radio message but they were unsuccessful. “Finally, realizing there is little we can 
do - he told me, ‘I want to meet him and thank him’. Later, when we landed in IIM Shillong, I 
went inquiring through security people and got hold of the standing guy. I took him inside and 
Dr. Kalam greeted him. He shook his hand, said thank you buddy. ‘Are you tired? Would you 
like something to eat? I am sorry you had to stand so long because of me’. The young lean guard, 
draped in black cloth, was surprised at the treatment. He lost words, just said, ‘Sir, aapke liye to 
6 ghante bhi khade rahenge’(for you I would stand even for six hours),” Singh noted.



Once, Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam rejected the 
suggestion to put broken glass on the wall 
of a building that needed protection. Why? 
Because broken glass would be harmful 
for birds!
This happened when Dr. Kalam was with the 
Defence Research and Development Organi-
sation (DRDO) and his team was discussing 
options to secure the perimeter of a building 
that needed protection. Dr. Kalam reportedly 
said: “If we do that, birds will not be able to 
perch on the wall.”success, the world shock-
ingly woke up to realise that India became a 
nuclear nation.

He once sold his book(which he won as 
prize) to get back to his native.

When he was studying in MIT (Madras 
Institute of Technology), his native place 
Rameswaram was affected by natural 
calamities. He received 
a phone call from his brother that his 
parents want to see him some how. He also 
want to go their immediately. Since it was 
month end and he manages his expenses 
with the scholarship and funds, he didn’t 
have money to travel. He went to Moore 
market (in Chennai, a place where used 
books are sold) and sold his book (which he 
had won as prize from his favorite profes-
sor) for 60 Rs. The original cost of the book 
is 400Rs. The shopkeeper found out that 
the book was given as a gift for his excel-
lence and he understood that Kalam was 
not in intention to sell it. When shopkeeper 
heard about Kalam’s situation, he assured 
that the book will be there in stores and he 
can come back and collect it after paying 
the money. Kalam went to his native, met 
his parents, things came back to normal life 
and he got etc 60Rs from his parents and 
when he came back to Chennai
(then Madras), he directly went to the store 
and got the book.

Once during an event, Dr. Kalam refused 
to sit on a chair that was designated for 
him – because the chair was larger in size 
than the other chairs!
At a recent convocation of IIT-Varanasi, 
Dr. Kalam was the Chief Guest. There were 
five chairs on the stage, the centre one being 
for Dr. Kalam, the other four designated 
for the top university officials. Noticing his 
chair being bigger in size than the others, 
Dr. Kalam refused to sit on it and offered 
the Vice Chancellor to sit in stead. The VC 
couldn’t, obviously.No doubt, another chair 
was made available immediately for the 
Honourable former President!

When youngsters & teenagers requested 
a meeting with President Kalam, the 
President not only obliged and gave the 
kids his precious time, but he also listened 
carefully to the ideas the kids had.

As President, often Dr. Kalam’s office 
would receive requests from youngsters for 
a meeting with the country’s first citizen. 
Not only would Dr. Kalam meet the kids 
in his personal chambers at the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan, but he would also give them his 
precious time, “listen” to their ideas 

Who did President Kalam invite as the 
“Presidential Guests” to Kerela’s Raj 
Bhavan during his first visit to Kerela after 
becoming the President?
1. A road side cobbler
2. Owner of a very small hotel
No kidding. As the President, Dr. Kalam 
was entitled to invite anyone as the “Presi-
dential Guests” to the Raj Bhavan of Kerela 
during his first visit to Trivandrum. Dr. 
Kalam had spent a significant time as a 
scientist in Trivandrum and he invited a 
road-side cobbler – who was quite close to 
Dr. Kalam during his time in Kerala; and so 
was the owner of the small hotel 
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1. A prolific writer, Kalam has authored around 15 books on various subjects 
ranging from nuclear physics to spiritual experiences.
 
2. His autobiography Wings of Fire: An Autobiography, first published in Eng-
lish, has been translated into 13 languages including French and Chinese.
 
3. There are six additional biographies on his life and works.
 
4. At ISRO, He was one of the pioneers of India’s first space launch-vehicle 
program.
 
5. On Wednesday April 29, 2009, he became the first Asian to be bestowed the 
Hoover Medal, America’s top engineering prize, for his outstanding contribu-
tion to public service.

6. Kalam’s 79th birthday was recognised as World Student Day by theUnited 
Nations.

7. He has received honorary doctorates from 40 universities

8. He was the youngest 83-year-old India has ever seen 

9. Kalam took only one rupee as his fees /salary while he was the president of 
India.

10. Switzerland commemorate Mr.Kalam’s visit to their country as Science 
day. (May 26)

11. Kalam was nominated for MTV Youth Icon of the Year Award in 
2003 and 2006.

12. Dr APJ Abdul Kalam has written lyrics for a song in the album 
named “Beat of Indian Youth” which is themed against social evils

13. He won the 2011 S.R. Jindal Prize for Exemplary Service to 
Mankind in the field of Science and Technology. He decided to 
divide his prize money - a total of Rs. 1 Crore (about $200,000) 
- among four institutions, including the Agastya International 
Foundation.

14. For his work on the development of ballistic missile and launch 
vehicle technology, Kalam came to be known as Missile Man of 
India.
 
15. India owes its development as a nuclear nation to Kalam’s 
organizational and technical support for Pokhran-II nuclear tests in 
1998, the first such tests after a gap of 24 years.

16. He Joined the ISRO in 1969 and was the project director for 
India’s first indigenous satellite launch vehicle programme i.e. Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle, India’s space workhorse..

17. He also headed the country’s guided missile programme.
He was scientific advisor to the Defence Minister from July 1992 to 
December 1999.

18. He was the chief project coordinator of the Pokhran II nuclear 
tests
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When Dr. Kalam first moved to Rashtrapati 
Bhawan, he asked all luxurious rooms to be 
locked up as he didn’t want to use them

He moved to a small room where he kept his bed. He used the 
same room to work and sleep. Not only this, the humble man also 
kept his dining room locked and often had his meals on the floor 
with the staff who worked with him.

Example for the simplicity of Dr APJ
My father had the privilege to meet Dr APJ Abdul Kalam in 2001(as Principal 
Scientific Advisor to GOI). My father was escorting Kalam from Mumbai 
airport to Railway station. My father was ordered(as per govt protocol) to book 
a room in either Taj or Oberoi for him.

Mr. Kalam politely said “Tumhare Minister ke pass bahut paisa hai kya? Mr 
Kumar, book a room for me in the Government Guest house, But I have a 
request, I like to have a Dosa for dinner. Do you think you can arrange that?” 
Next thing I heard was that they both were having Masala dosa at a small hotel 
near Mahalaxshmi.

Abdul Kalam’s helping nature
One evening, Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam was on his evening walk in the 
gardens of Rashtrapati Bhawan when he decided to visit soldiers 
barrack to see them. He went there and met few soldiers. Suddenly 
he noticed in a barrack there is no electricity and soldiers inside it are 
resting in dark. He went inside the barrack and inquired. He was told 
that there’s some problem with the switch board. They have already 
informed the electrician and he may arrive anytime. Listening to this, 
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam asked for  a screwdriver and a plier and opened 
the switch board and fixed the problem hismself. 

He after that told them to learn these little things so that they don’t 
have to be dependent on others. All soldiers were overwhelmed and 
felt embarrassed on themselves by his this gesture.

Why Abdul kalam is still remembered by the people
Late former President APJ Abdul Kalam may not have left behind any will and had asked his elder brother to take care of a small piece 
of property he owned.
“I am not aware of any will left behind by my uncle (Kalam). One by one, several of our properties were sold. What remains is the an-
cestral house and a small site near the house which Kalam’s father Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen had left for him,” the late former President’s 
nephew Jainulabdeen told PTI.Kalam had asked his elder brother Muthu Meeran Labbai Marakier to take care of his properties.

“We have been taking care of that,” Kalam’s elder brother’s son added.

Kalam’s ancestors once had commercial interests and vast property. They also operated ferry services to transport pilgrims coming to 
Pamban by boats centuries ago, when there was no bridge between the mainland and this island, he said.

This was what got them the family title ‘Mara Kalam’ (wooden boat) iyakkivers — which over the years came to be called Marakier.
Their commercial interests involved transporting groceries from the mainland for sale to people here, as well as Sri Lanka. But their 
fortunes took a nosedive when the bridge was laid across the sea connecting the mainland to the island.

Though they initially had enormous property in the island, they all had to be sold to maintain the family as well the Mohaindeen Anda-
var mosque, housed in the street where Kalam’s ancestral property is located, Jainulabdeen said.

Kalam’s ancestral house too is unique. The first floor houses a museum, while the family runs a small business on the second floor 
where Jainulabdeen sells articles like conchs as souvenirs for a small income.

A member of Jamath said Kalam used to send Rs 1.10 lakh every year for the “Porridge” (porridge given in the Mosque during 
Ramzan).
This year prior to Ramzan, Kalam had sent money to all his family members from his pension, a family member said.



He has developed the ballistic missile and launch 
vehicle technology in India and also has great 
responsibility in Pokhran 2 nuclear test. 

He successfully developed project polar SLV 
(satellitelaunch vehicle) and SLV 3. Rohini 
satellite was successfully placed in the near 
orbit of earth using SLV 3

Kalam has a great role in developing missiles 
Agni and Prithvi. He also played critical role in 
Pokhran 2 nuclear test along with R. Chidam-
baram

But many people might not have known the human side of the Missile Man or 
how he proactively involved himself, and also encouraged others to make use of 
the nuclear or missile technology findings of DRDO for improving the efficiency 
as well as affordability of Indian healthcare system.

He first used the spin offs from missile technology to help polio victims, by help-
ing to bring down the weight of the prosthetic limbs worn by the polio victims 
from an unwieldy 3 kilograms to just 300 grams. He later narrated in one of his 
interviews how he found it pathetic to see the polio victims dragging their feet 
with difficulty due to the weight of the braces, and how happy he was to see 
the same children running about joyously after bringing down the weight of the 
calipers to one tenth of the original weight. He also oversaw a joint effort by the 
scientists of DRDO and the doctors of NIMS Hyderabad for designing pacemak-
ers for the cardiac patients within a very affordable cost.

Dr.Kalam also later teamed up with a well known cardiologist by name Soma 
Raju to develop an indigenous and cost effective coronary stent which came to 
be populary known as Kalam-Raju stent,to bring down the cost of the device in 
the market from a whopping INR 75000 to mere INR 10000, thus making it af-
fordable for the common man.

soon after becoming president in 2002, he was supposed to address 
students at a school function. When he was about to start his speech, the 
electricity suddenly went off. Nothing was working but Kalam remained 
nonchalant. He told huge crowd of students to gather him around listen 
him. Kalam gave the mesmerizing lecture without any interruption for 
hours. such was the aura of the Kalam



He donated his presidential salary to charity
•After becoming president of India, Kalam donated his salaries and savings to a trust he had founded, called PURA (Providing Urban 
Amenities to Rural Areas).
•He said that after becoming India’s president, he would be looked after by the government till the end of his life, and so he all his sav-
ings and salaries could be used for better things.

He visited his cobbler from Thiruvananthapuram
•Visiting Thiruvananthapuram on an official visit to the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, Kalam, even though he was president of India, 
went to meet his cobbler, George, who used to chat with him while repairing his shoes.
•He also went to meet Parmeswaran Nair, the owner of a lodge where Kalam used to lunch when he worked at the Space Centre

He asked a question on terrorism on Yahoo Answers

Kalam had asked, “What should we do to free our planet from terrorism?” on Yahoo Answers, and received more than 30,000 answers.
This was his question:
“Human society, from origin until now, has always been at war within and between groups which has led to two World Wars. Presently, 
terrorism and low intensity warfare are affecting many parts if the world.As the current global population of 6 billion increases to 8 bil-
lion by 2025, national and international conflicts will continue to be a source of concern for humanity. When evil minds combine, good 
minds have to work together and combat. In this context, what are the out-of-the-box solutions to free the planet earth from terrorism? 
Your answers, when processed and implemented, can lead to a peaceful, happy and safe planet earth. “

He wanted to have Rashtrapati Bhavan powered by solar energy
Unfortunately, Kalam’s term ended before his proposal could be implemented. Later, he said: “I would have liked the Rashtrapati Bhavan 
to be the first home in India to be powered completely by solar energy

Kalam took great care of his colleagues.
 A co-worker had promised his kids that he would take them to the local carnival after returning from work, the co-worker had also ob-
tained the prior permission of Mr.Kalam to leave early.The colleague was so engrossed in his work that it was well into the evening when 
he realised that he had made a promise to his kids. On rushing back home, he came to know through his wife that Mr.Kalam had come 
earlier and taken his kids to the carnival.

Kalam did not respect Sri Lankan President
When Sri Lankan president Raja Pakshe (during his regime thousands of Indians were killed in Sri Lanka) came to India, Dr. Kalam 
didn’t stand up from his seat and didn’t shake hands with him, as he don’t respect someone who has killed his fellow Indians.



The great Dr.A.P.J. wanted the English 
translation of Manickavasagar’s 
THIRUVASAGAM by G.U.Pope. 
I sent it to him to New Delhi. He 
promptly sent me a letter and a cheque 
for Rs.600. Some time later he called 
me and asked ‘Sir, Did u clear the 
cheque, It doesn’t show me in my 
account?”. I replied “Sir, I framed it in 
my room.”

Now, i with a heavy heart i remember 
this. Every inch he was a great person 
and magnanimous. He should have 
been born in any other country, his VI-
SION would have been achieved and 
he would have had the opportunity to 
see it 
by himself.

the 36 minute journey was co-piloteD by wing commanDer ajay rathore, anD Dr. Kalam was 
alloweD to steer the supersonic jet. he became the olDest inDian to pilot a fighter jet at 
the age of 74

Incident happened in grinder manufacturing firm
Dr. Kalam once went to inaugurate a grinder manufacturing firm.
As a token of love, the company’s management gifted him a blender. But Dr. Kalam did not accept the present until the company charged 
for it.

Finally, Dr. Kalam wrote a cheque of Rs. 4,850/- but realizing how cherishable this little piece of paper was, the management of this 
small manufacturing firm decided to frame the cheque.

After some days, the company got a message from Dr. Kalam’s office for the cheque to be deposited to bank, or else the grinder would be 
returned.

Such was this man! Honest, kind, hard working and truthful. He realized the amount of work put in to manufacture that grinder and paid 
for it.



“When he was The President of India, nearly 50 of his close relatives showed an eagerness to tour 
Delhi and surroundings. He welcomed all those relatives and made them stay at Rastrapathi Bhavan 
and hosted them warmly, showed all the tourist places. 

After they had left the Bhavan, he made the payments for the expenditure incurred by the relatives”.

“While his period of Presidential post got over, he just packed his clothes and a big trunk case. On 
questioned about its content, he opened that, which contained the books that he had bought out of his 
own salary.

 He walked off, even without taking his used things at Rashtrapathi Bhavan”.

he coulD have become richie rich if he woulD have solD his missile iDea but he DiD                                     
not Do so anD worKeD for the nations Development.

Switzerland considers the President as the father of India’s missile programme.

“AGNI MISSILE” He says that no nations was willing to help us ,even with a screw so every single part this landmark mis-
sile system had to be indigenously produced.one of the material we were developing was a carbon-carbon composite ,which 
could be used for missile nose shields as it is lightweight and heat resistance.

Around this time,Dr.kalam  happened to visit a hospital in Hyderabad.There he found many children struggling to walk with 
artificial limbs.The weight of these limbs was slowing them down and making movement very strenuous(weight 4 kilos)

B.N.PRASAD (prof of orthopedic department at NIMS) request kalam regarding this. At the request of prof he asked his 
friend (working in agni missile)if it is possible to use the composite material we had created for AGNI’s heat shield to 
make artificial limbs for polio affected patients.They agreed and they worked on this for some time and came up with a 
Prosthesis(technical term for floor reaction orthosis) and that weighted around 400 grams there by reducing about 90 percent 
of weight.

therefore the children were able to walk stress freely ...

Dr.kalam was thanked by the doctors and the parents of the children .

he stresseD on the importance of worKing harD anD being punctual in every lecture he DelivereD. 
he tooK only 2 holiDays in his life- both for Deaths, of his father anD mother.



• Tamil poetry was his love. He could play the veena, recite the Holy Quran and the Bhagavad Gita, 
and knew the Holy Scriptures inside out.

• He was pure vegetarian from his college days and he was secretary for Veg mess in St.Joseph Col-
lege, Trichy

• All the presidents in India’s history have hosted Iftar parties throughout their tenure, except one. 
He is Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam. He did not try to politicize Iftar and conserved the dignity of not only 
his office but his religion as well.

• Kalam is a scholar of Thirukkural (a classic of couplets or Kurals). In most of his speeches, he 
quotes at least one kural.

• The only cricketer he followed on twitter was VVS Laxman

• Kalam’s life also inspired I Am Kalam, a 2011 Hindi film directed by Nila Madhab Panda. 
• The film showcases a poor Rajasthani boy, who is inspired by the life of the former President of India, APJ Abdul 

Kalam. It’s Kalam’s life which fuels a strong desire to learn in the young boy.
 

• He founded the trust named PURA (Providing Urban Amenities to Rural Areas) and started giving all his life’s salaries 
and savings to it when he came to know that the government takes care of its Presidents.

• Every month, I meet a minimum of 100,000 young people. A million people in a year. So far I have met 18 million 
young people below the age of 25 in my country. I like young people as their mind lacks bias thoughts

• Three books ‘Thirukkul’ , ‘ Light from many lamps’ and ‘Empire of the mind’ taught me all the way and made my life

Abdul Kalam’s life history Abdul Kalam’s life history



An incident happened when he was elected as president

When he was elected as President of India, he was working in Anna University, Chennai. He prepared to leave for Delhi by 
flight, but for a long time he did not turn up and every one got anxious. The then vice chancellor of the university contacted 
him and learnt the reason.

It was raining there and Kalam sir had only one coat and three sets of dresses and he had given everything to the washer-man, 
but because of incessant rains the cloths did not dry up. So Kalam sir was waiting for the dresses! The vice chancellor then 
contacted a cloth shop and ordered new cloths for the President of India, who had no money to pay for those cloths at that 
time. 

Any way, he was able to leave for Delhi.

This story was told to me by the washer-man himself, but I have no way of finding the authenticity of the story.

He is the only person with maximum number of quotes after Swami Vivekananda

He was honoured by public
  
One of the greatest achievements that is recently shown about him which was taken seriously by his middle class admirers, 
but justified by those who did this unusual way of showing their respect to him, is to elevate him to god’s status while he is 
alive!I do not know how he would have digested it in good taste! A simple man of austerity who also decorated the first man’s 
post was not taken as a serious politician by  the seasoned politicians of the Hindi built nor taken seriously by the physicists 
of this country and abroad! I do not know if he can be credited with great achievements during his tenancy, but he did no 
harm to any one, even those who abused him.India cannot afford to have such noble souls as Presidents, how much decorate-
clerical nature of the post might be within Indian constitutional framework.The very fact that not being a mass leader inciting 
the emotional sentiments of the people at large to garner votes through election, I take him as a misfit for Indian polity, but 
maintained the dignity of the office of the President!



Dr. Kalam is so humble he wouldn’t mind going to an event a little late for the sake of 
letting his fans take pictures with him!

Dr. Kalam was the Chief Guest at an event at IIM Ahmedabad recently. Prior to the event, he was lunch-
ing with a class of around sixty students. At the end of the lunch, the students wanted each a photo with 
the former President.
Citing the delay, the event organiser tried to hush off the students; but to everyone’s surprise Dr. Kalam 
asked the organiser to calm down and said that he won’t leave the place until every person who wanted 
a picture with him got a picture!

His love towards Carnatic music

He loves carnatic music. He plays carnatic music on veena. His first words in the very first speech after 
swearing in ceremony were “ Endaro Mahanubhavulu ...Andariki vandanamulu..” A telugu tyagaraja 
kruthi. 

According to the Article 72, of the Constitution of India, the President of India has the power to grant 
pardon, suspend and remit death sentences and commute the death sentence of convicts on death row. 
But he didn’t apply those powers on the mercy petitions of the 20 convicts. Kalam was judged for inac-
tion as a President in deciding the fate of 20 out of the 21 mercy petitions. So he was criticized for this 
issue.



This event dates back to 2010 during Commonwealth Games opening ceremony

when every special guest took their seats including then Prime minister Manmohan Singh, Sonia Gandhi, Prince Charles etc.

As the guests arrived everyone was introduced which followed a huge cheer welcoming them and their video was being 
flashed in giant screen but whenDr. Kalam arrived the sound systems stopped working or probably people behind micro-
phones weren’t prepared for his arrival (he used to reach venues much ahead of schedule) but the giant screen flashed his 
arrival visuals for a fraction of second and the crowd went berserk with thunderous applause and whistles.

Few minutes later after introduction of few other guests, Dr. Kalam was introduced this time they showed him while taking 
seat. The crowd stood with respect honoring him and the thunderous clap and whistles went on for 10 minutes. 

The claps & cheer was the loudest that night followed by the time when Pakistani contingent entered the arena.

As I write this after his I feel the phrase “...needs no introduction, please welcome...” was for inspired by an event like this.
No matter who you are, what your profession is, he respects you

Dr. Kalam’s infectious personality had 
not just inspired Indians but also people 
across the globe.

He will come down from his status and 
go to any extent to reach you

in 1998, alonG witH cardioloGist dr.soma raju, Kalam develoPed a low cost coronary stent. it was named as 
“Kalam-raju stent” HonourinG tHem. in 2012, tHe duo desiGned a ruGGed tablet Pc for HealtH care in rural 
areas, wHicH was named as “Kalam-raju tablet”.



During his tenure at isro, he came forwarD anD faceD the press During all the faileD tests, 
accepting it as his own mistaKe. but one huge success anD he is nowhere to be seen. he sent his 
fellow scientists to talK to the press

Almost 44 years later, Dr. 
Kalam took a sweet revenge 
for his rejection by becoming 
the supreme commander of the 
forces on July 2002. Dr. Kalam 
did not stop there, on June 
2006, after receiving a ceremo-
nial guard of honour from the 
airforce he flew a SU-30 MKI 
flanker, LIKE A BOSS

It is said that during Indira Gandhi’s regime, Dr. Kalam was the man who convinced the Prime Minister for an advanced 
missile program for the country – and despite the disapproval of the Union Cabinet, PM Gandhi had secretly funded 
Kalam’s aerospace and defence projects. And the rest, as they say, is history.

Explaining the SLV 3 results to 
Mrs.Indira Gandhi:

Received Bharat Ratna



Missile Man of India Chief Scientific Adviser to Defence 
Minister and Secretary

he was the chief scientific aDviser to Defence minister anD secretary, Department of Defence 
research & Development (july 1992 to December 1999). poKhran-2 nuclear tests were conDuct-
eD unDer his leaDership.

reason behinD abDul Kalam long hair style

by birth abDul Kalam has one half ear. so, he useD to cover one of his ear with his hair which 
not many people Know

In a subtle disapproval of the lavish Iftar parties that have become part of the Capital’s political culture 
in recent years, President A P J Abdul Kalam on Wednesday called off the one traditionally organised at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan during the holy month of Ramzan. Instead, the President called for “unity of minds 
of our people”. In keeping with this spirit, his secretariat announced that the money that would have been 
spent for the Iftar would be sent for the welfare of orphanages, “so that the poor and the needy are helped 
during this holy month”.



Books and documentaries of Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam

• Wings of Fire: An Autobiography, 1999.
• Ignited Minds: Unleashing the Power Within India, 2002.
• The Luminous Sparks, 2004.
• Mission India, 2005.
• Inspiring Thoughts, 2007.
• Indomitable Spirit
• Envisioning an Empowered Nation
• You Are Born To Blossom: Take My Journey Beyond
• Turning Points: A journey through challenges
• Target 3 Billion and many more.
• Children Ask Kalam
• Guiding Souls
• 2020- A Vision for the New Millennium
• Developments in Fluid Mechanics and Space Technology
• The Life Tree
• My Journey

These books are treasure for every Indians

HIS HARASSMENT AT NEW YORK AIRPORT:

The most insulting day for every Indians when former President APJ Abdul Kalam was twice subjected to 
harassment at New York’s JFK Airport by the US security officers. Dr Kalam was forced to take his jacket and 
shoes off for security checking for explosives.After taking his seat in the aircraft, officials of the JFK Airport 
came inside and asked to check the President once again. Air India authorities along with all the Indians strongly 
protested the heinous act.

THE AWARDS AND HONORS:

• Padma Bhushan in 1981.
• Padma Vibhushan in 1990
• Bharat Ratna   in 1997
• Indra Gandhi  Award in 1997
• Veer Savarkar Award in 1998
• Ramanujam Award in 2000
• King Charles II Medal in 2007
• Hoover Medal in 2009
• International Von Karman Wings award in 2009
• IEEE Honorary Membership in 2011



he is a recipient of several other awarDs anD fellow of many professional institutions

Year of award or honour Name of the award or honour Awarding Organization
2014 Doctor of science Edinburgh University, UK
2012 Doctor of Laws (Honoris 

Causa)
Simon Frazer University

2011 IEEE Honorary Membership IEEE
2010 Doctor of Engineering University of Waterbol
2009 Honorary Doctorate Oakland University
2009 Hoover Medal ASME Foundation,USA
2009 International von Karman 

Wings Award
California Institute of Tech-
nology, USA

2008 Doctor of Engineering(Honoris 
Causa)

Nanyang Technological  
University, Singapore

2007 Honorary Doctorate of Science 
and Technology

Carnegie Mellon University

2007 King Charles II Medal Royal Society, UK
2007 Honorary Doctorate of Science University of Wolverhamp-

ton, UK
2000 Ramanujan Award Alwars Research Centre, 

chennai

1998 Veer Savarkar Award Government of India
1997 Indhira Gandhi Award for National 

Integration.
Indian National Congress

1997 Bharat Ratna Government of India
1994 Distinguished Fellow Institue of Directors(India)
1990 Padma Vibhushan Government of India
1981 Padma Bhushan Government of India

he was the brain behinD inDia’s missile programme, incluDing agni anD prithvi.
one of his pet themes was pura – or the provision of urban amenities in rural areas 
 a theme he referreD to often in his travels abroaD.



Famous Quotes by Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
Don’t take rest after your first victory because if you fail in second, more lips are waiting to say that your 
first victory was just luck.” - A.P.J Abdul Kalam 

“All Birds find shelter during a rain. But Eagle avoids rain by flying above the Clouds.” - A.P.J Abdul 
Kalam

“Failure will never overtake me if my definition to succeed is strong enough”. - A.P.J Abdul Kalam 

“Man needs difficulties in life because they are necessary to enjoy the success.” - A.P.J Abdul Kalam

“If you want to shine like a sun. First burn like a sun.” - A.P.J Abdul Kalam  

“It is very easy to defeat someone, but it is very hard to win someone” - A.P.J Abdul Kalam 

“All of us do not have equal talent. But , all of us have an equal opportunity to develop our talents.” - 
A.P.J Abdul Kalam 

“ Be more dedicated to making solid achievements than in running after swift but synthetic happiness.” 
-A.P.J Abdul Kalam 

“Thinking should become your capital asset, no matter whatever ups and downs you come across in your 
life.”  - A.P.J Abdul Kalam 

“ Without your involvement you can’t succeed. With your involvement you can’t fail. “ - A.P.J Abdul 
Kalam
“You have to dream before your dreams come true.”

“Great dreams of great dreamers are always transcended.”

“To succeed in your mission, you must have single-minded devotion to your goal.”

“Man needs his difficulties because they are necessary to enjoy success.”

“We should not give up and we should not allow the problem to defeat us.”



“Thinking should become your capital asset, no matter whatever ups and downs you come across in 
your life.”
If you fail, never give up because f.a.i.l. means “first attempt in learning”

“End is not the end, if fact e.n.d. means “effort never dies”
– if you get no as an answer, remember n.o. means “next opportunity”.
So let’s be positive.”

“My message, especially to young people is to have courage to think differently, courage to invent, to 
travel the unexplored path, courage to discover the impossible and to conquer the problems and succeed. 
These are great qualities that they must work towards. This is my message to the young people”.

“Im not a HANDSOME guy,
But I can give my
HAND-TO –SOME one
Who needs help
Beauty is in heart 
Not in face.”

“The best brain of the nation, May be found on the last benches of the classroom.”

“What is birthday according to APJ Abdul Kalam
The only day in your life….Your mother smiled when you cried.”

even wHen He died, it was wHile deliverinG a lecture to students at iim sHillonG on a liveable 
Plant. as meGHalaya cHief secretary Pbo warjiri said, He Passed away in His element, wHile 
deliverinG a lecture to younGsters, on a subject He loved.



His focus was on 

transforming 

India into a 

developed nation 

by 2020. His last Pic Before he passed 
away.

a great muslim DieD on an auspicious 
Day of hinDus in a christian city.he 
maintaineD secularism anD Democracy 
in Death also



Take this oath to tribute Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam.

• I will pursue my education or the work with dedication and will excel in it.
• I will teach at least teach ten persons who cannot read or write to do so
• I will plant at least ten saplings and ensure their growth through constant care.
• I will visit rural and urban areas and work hard to permanently wean away at least five persons from      

addiction and gambling.
• I will constantly endeavour to remove the pain of my suffering brethren.
• I will support any religious, caste or language differentiation.
• I will be honest and set an example for others to follow.
• I will work towards becoming an enlightened citizen and make my family righteous. I will respect all 

women and support women’s education.
• I will always be a friend of the mentally and physically challenged, and will work hard to make them 

feel like the rest of us. 

What should India do to achieve 2020 Vision

Agriculture – Improved yield, Water Management.

Power and Energy – Require double power generation as per present.

Infrastructure – There is direct connection between infrastructure and growth drivers.

Industry – Current growth rate is enough.

Healthcare – More emphasis on R & D

Education – Computerization of Education.
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                         May your soul Rest In Peace

                      Return If Possible sir
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